
A live work accelerator / R&D lab in the British countryside
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A space for prototyping the future



We are re-imagining the 
business park. Our plan is to 
bring together an innovation lab, 
a dynamic modern workspace & 
a live work accelerator 
programme. 

Our goal is to take over a rural property within 
1.5hrs travel distance from Central London and 
transform it into a live work entrepreneurial 
campus that can provide a home for Millennial 
Ventures as well as be used as a venue for 
bespoke events, ideation workshops, team 
building and leadership retreats. 

Our vision is to create a 
space where leading 
minds can come 
together to prototype 
the future.

Studio X seeks to provide a 
physical, intellectual and spiritual 
home for the next generation of 
leaders and ‘Millennial’ 
entrepreneurs. 

Please see our opinion paper and 
Paradigm book project for a 
deeper dive into our business 
philosophy.

Studio	  X	  :	  Concept

http://www.exponentials.co.uk/#!opinion-paper/ctmx
http://www.exponentials.co.uk/#!paradigm-book-project/c3ph


Accelerator	  Programme

We will recruit the most talented architecture, 
design, engineering and business graduates / 
young professionals from across the EU 
(potentially the world). They each get a small 
monthly allowance of £500 and free 
accommodation, coaching, mentorship, 
workspace and meals. 

We will need to budget for a micro-fund* that 
covers the cost of running the programme.

Imagine combining 
Entrepreneur First, 
Singularity University, Hyper 
Island and the Schumacher 
College in a beautiful 
countryside location at the 
intersection of London, 
Heathrow Airport and 
Oxford.

We recruit talent not ventures. 
We focus on smart lifestyle 
market. We prioritise diversity.

*The question of IP is yet to be decided. 
We could adopt an entrepreneur first 
7-10% venture model, with VC backing. Or 
we could run a Volius/Vilivo internship 
programme that could lead to full time 
work. In this case all the IP will be owned 
by Volius networks Ltd.



Market	  Focus	  :	  Smart	  Living With the term ‘Smart Living’ or 
‘Smart Lifestyle’ we are looking 
to explore the intersection of 
multiple sectors and disciplines 
such as architecture, service 
design, property development, 
sustainability, tourism, health & 
wellness and more.  

The core question guiding this 
programme will be… How do we 
build smarter, safer and more 
sustainable neighbourhoods, 
communities and homes 
across the world?

This theme strikes a nice balance 
between breath and focus.

Smart Cities.
Internet of Things. 
Rural Regeneration.
Food & Agriculture. 
Smart Transport. 
Health & Wellness.
Circular / Sharing Economy. 
Telecommunications. 
Property Development. 
Architectural / Design Services. 
Digital Prefabrication.
Smart Home Appliances.
Community Development.



What types of innovation will take place at Studio X?

Accelerator Programme
Example venture ideas… 

Developing software for neighbourhood 
communities to encourage sharing and circular 
economy. Local social apps. 

Designing & prototyping pre-fabricated smart 
kitchen and bathroom units for smart homes. 

Designing & prototyping pre-fabricated furniture, 
temporary structures and architectural concepts. 

Designing & prototyping smart home appliances 
and applications. 

Design & prototyping wellbeing and health 
products and digital services.

Vilivo R&D Lab

Pursuing large scale smart neighbourhood developments across the 
world in partnership with Volius Networks Ltd. 
Designing & manufacturing plug and play smart infrastructure for 
new build & retrofit developments.

Studio X Team 

Managing flexible working environment for workspace members.  
Consulting with large companies around R&D special projects. 
Delivering the accelerator programme (recruitment, events, mentors, 
investors, etc). 
Running bespoke events, retreats, hackathons and festivals. 
Growing the Studio X global community and facilitating a great 
collaborative and social culture.



We believe West Berkshire is the ideal location for our showcase Studio X development.  
We are looking for a 20+ acre greenfield or brownfield site that is suitable for live work 

planning permission. 

Choosing our first location…



• Fibre connectivity (super-fast broadband). 
• Within 1.5 hours drive from London. Decent 

transport links. 
• Supportive local council and community 
• Natural beauty with no planning restrictions or 

listed buildings. Ability to create a permaculture 
garden on site and build innovative structures and 
spaces. e.g. high tech tree houses. 

• A site large enough to provide residential capacity 
for a minimum of 10 startup teams (25-30 dorms) 
and the core Studio X delivery team. 

• A site that will enable us to create interlocking 
studio spaces for workshops, dinners and larger 
summer festivals and exhibitions.

Studio	  X	  :	  Site	  Specifications



http://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-for-sale/property-36474393.html

SPRING COPSE  
DOCTORS LANE | HERMITAGE | WEST BERKSHIRE | RG18 9TA 

Example	  Location

http://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-for-sale/property-36474393.html


Architectural	  Inspirations…



The architecture will seek to establish a harmony 
between the old and the new and a fusion between 
nature and technology. Imagine walking through a 
grand dining hall into a robotics laboratory and then 
carrying on into the permaculture garden only to find 
yourself discovering the nearby treehouse village. 
This is a space that seeks to open people up to new 
paradigms of working, living and communicating.

When people come to Studio X 
we want them to feel that they 
are stepping into the future.

Studio	  X	  :	  Experience



Eames House ‘Modular’ Design Framework

Studio	  X	  Accelerator	  Space



Studio	  X	  Accelerator	  Space Bedrooms 
Bathrooms 
Lounge 
Dinning 
Kitchen 
Workspace 
Studios 
Garden

A dynamic live / work space that can be extended and retrofitted.



Modern Workspaces In Rustic Mansion

Restored victorian house 
with modern interior
Old meets new. Bespoke modern workspace for local 
small businesses to rent. Meeting rooms and hall for 
corporate events and pop-up catered dinners.

+

Open	  Studios



The ultimate flexible workshop space that can adapt to any function or purpose.

Agora	  ‘Glass	  House’	  Studio



Agora	  ‘Glass	  House’	  Studio

Retreats, hackthons, workshops…



http://facit-homes.com/ 

Build Your Own Affordable Home. Now you can print / cut the whole house: the walls, doors, 
window frames, floors, and ceilings could all be cut out of specially engineered wood and 
joined together with practically no gaps in between like LEGO blocks. Easily transportable. 
Instantly change a component of the design. We can stay flexible and not be restricted by the 
tools that we create. We can respond to any design scenario, any client situation. 

Pre-Fab / Self-build / Pre-sales

Prefab	  Smart	  Homes

http://facit-homes.com/


Potential Partner : Open Desk use the latest manufacturing tools to create 
affordable and stylish office furniture.

Prefab	  Smart	  Furniture



Roadmap	  &	  Governance

1. Purchase Property (£1-2M) 
2. Move in and use main house as a temporary 

home / office for core team 
3. Manage the design, planning approval, 

construction and build out of all the additional 
live / work studios. 

4. Promote the accelerator programme and 
establish a thought leadership position in 
smart lifestyle market. 

5. Implement profitable events programme 
(sponsorship & ticket sales). 

6. Run accelerator programme (6-9 months). 
7. Rent studios to local businesses that are 

aligned with spirit and culture. 
8. Bring in strategic consulting projects where 

we help larger organisations in the property / 
telecommunications / creative industries 
sectors stay in touch with the innovation.

Chairman & Lead Investor : Stanislav 
Chernikov (Owner & CEO of Volius 
Networks Ltd) 

CEO : Anton Chernikov (Founder of The 
Exponentials) 

Volius will make the initial investment to 
purchase the property (£1.5-2M) 

We would then like to find match funding 
/ sponsorship from private and public 
sector partners to co-fund the 
construction of the additional live work 
studios and the running of the 
accelerator programme. 

Studio X should also generate revenues 
through events, sponsorship, grant 
funding awards, consulting and the 
renting of our open studios (bespoke 
office space).



Founder & CEO

NEF

Anton Chernikov is the Founder and CEO of  
The Exponentials. Throughout his career he has supported 
dozens of social ventures in securing over £4million in 
funding and sales. Anton has also delivered on a portfolio 
of consulting engagements with established organisations 
like Ashridge Business School and Tech Soup Global. He 
has a degree in Architecture from UCL and a strong 
network in the startup tech space. He also ran a profitable 
retreat for 25 people called Wild Jam and is facilitating 
entrepreneurial workshops on behalf of a leading 
entrepreneurship education charity. From startups to 
retreats, Anton has the track record and network to bring 
the Studio X vision to life.

http://www.exponentials.co.uk


Lead Investor & Chairman

Stanislav Chernikov is the Founder and CEO of Volius 
Networks Ltd, a leading global provider of innovative Access 
Network solutions and products for telecom service 
providers. The company creates solutions that enable a 
smooth migration path to Next Generation Networks (NGN) 
and support a full Triple Play service portfolio. The 
company’s products offer flexible support for wide variety of 
networks applications, including broadband over FTTH, 
broadband over xDSL and NGN voice. Stanislav was also 
one of the founders of IPG Photonics, that today has a 
valuation of over $1bn. 

Together Stanislav & Anton aim to use Studio X at Crookham 
House as a pilot for Vilivo, a smart neighbourhood platform 
and franchise.

http://www.volius-networks.com/en/
http://www.ipgphotonics.com/


Notable Advisors & Supporters

Jay Standish & Ben Provan are co-founders of Open Door, an 
innovate property development company in San Francisco. They 
are providing mentorship and sharing learning from several 
successful property developments in Oakland, SF.

Yancy Wright is the founder of Alternavida, a 
community based in Peurto Rico. Yancy is 
proven expert in wellbeing, sustainability and 
green building. We hope to integrate the values 
and spirit of Alternavida into the Studio X 
development.

Chloe Macintosh is a former 
co-founder and investor in 
made.com. She is also a 
practicing architect / designer 
and spent her early career 
working for Foster & Partners. 
Chloe will be an invaluable 
advisor who bridges the worlds 
of architecture, design, business 
and technology.

http://opendoor.io/
http://alternavida.org/
http://made.com


Notable Advisors & Supporters

William J Conner is a proven fundraiser. He is the 
Development Director at Wolfson College, Oxford. Bill 
will be helping us with our second phase of fundraising.  

Zelga Simone Anderson is Head of Operations at 
Oxford’s Centre for Entrepreneurship, Skoll Centre for 
Social Entrepreneurship and Said Business School. She 
will be an important ally in developing a strategic long 
term commercial partnership with Oxford University.

Giles Hutchins is a proven author and 
transformational leadership facilitator. He 
will help us with bringing in high quality 
business clients.

Simon Hampel is a Partner at Leaders 
Quest, one of the world’s leading 
transformational leadership organisations. 
They work with executives teams from the 
top companies. Simon will help us ensure 
Studio X is the perfect venue for 
leadership workshops.

http://www.leadersquest.org


We also have strong international
connections from Berlin to San 
Francisco and beyond…



STUDIO

How to get involved?

Contact : anton@exponentials.co.uk

mailto:anton@exponentials.co.uk

